
Child Nutrition Services 

Student Meals
Child Nutrition Services offers students healthy and 
nutritious meals for breakfast and lunch. All meals served 
at elementary schools by the Child Nutrition Services 
are peanut-free. A variety of fruits and vegetables are 
offered daily at all schools with an all-you-care-to-
take salad bar. You can find lunch menus and nutrition 
information at www.sumnersd.org.  If your child has 
specific nutritional needs, please call Child Nutrition 
Services at (253) 891-6450.

Breakfast
$1.75 (elementary) $2 (secondary)
$.00 (reduced-price qualified)
 
Lunch
$3 (elementary) $3.25 (secondary)
$.00 (K-3 reduced-price qualified)
$.40 (4-12 reduced-price qualified)

Free & Reduced-Price Meal Applications
Free and reduced-price meals are available to all 
students who qualify.  Each school year, families must 
submit a new application to the school or at Child 
Nutrition Services, located at 19701 104th St. E. in 
Bonney Lake.  Applications may also be submitted 
online through Family Access at www.sumnersd.org.  
Applications are not valid until they are received and 
processed by Child Nutrition Services. Processing can 
take up to 10 days, so please send lunch or money with 
your child until you receive a notification letter.

School Lunch Accounts
Family Access allows parents to view and add money to 
their child’s lunch account balance. A nominal fee will be 
applied to the payment amount.  You may also call Child 
Nutrition Services at (253) 891-6450 to add money over 
the phone with a debit or credit card. You may also sign 
up to receive food service balance email notifications in 
Family Access by going into your account settings.  This 
helps the lines move quicker and gives the student less 
opportunity to lose or misplace the money.

Community Relations
The Communications and Community Relations Office 
serves as a liaison to the community, including residents, 
businesses, civic organizations and local government in 
the Sumner and Bonney Lake communities. The District 
hosts school tours and other special events throughout 
the year for families and community members. 

Here are ways for families and the community to get the 
latest news and information about District programs, 
events and activities:

Website: www.sumnersd.org
Facebook: @SumnerSchoolDistrict 
Twitter: @SumnerSchools

If you don’t want your child to appear in a photograph 
or video taken by District employees or members of the 
media, please submit an Information Withholding Form 
to your child’s school. This form can be found at  
www.sumnersd.org.  

Health Services
The Health Services Department provides immediate, 
temporary care for injured or ill students at school. 
Medical or accident insurance does not automatically 
cover students while at school. For information about 
group insurance, call your child’s school.

Under state law, the parent of any child who has a 
life-threatening condition or allergy is required to 
complete an emergency care plan and/or an anaphylaxis 
plan. Students with life-threatening conditions will 
not be allowed to attend school without these plans. 
District policy allows for any student to possess and 
self-administer medication to treat their asthma 
or anaphylaxis if specified conditions are met. For 
conditions that require medical procedures to be 
performed at school, a parent must submit a medication 
or treatment order to the school. Students with diabetes 
need an Individual Health Care Plan. For help creating 
care plans, call the Health Services Department at  
(253) 891-6051.

Medication at School
State law and District policy govern the administration 
of medication to students at school. Before students 
can take prescription or over-the-counter medicine 
at school, the school must have a signed and dated 
permission statement from the student’s licensed 
health care provider and parent. All medication must 
be delivered by a parent or guardian in the original 
container and must be stored in the office or health 
room. Bee sting medication must be in a form that can be 
self-administered, unless otherwise specified  
by a physician.

Recreation Department
Recreation programs for youth and adults are offered at 
a variety of locations throughout the District, including 
schools and community centers. Recreation activity 
schedules and programs are published quarterly and 
posted at www.sumnersd.org. For more information, 
call (253) 891-6500.

Sumner-Bonney Lake Family Center
The Sumner-Bonney Lake Family Center offers support 
for families of students in the Sumner School District. 
The Center provides health and human services, 
programs, classes and resources to help build strong 
families and strong communities. Find more information 
at www.sumnersd.org/familycenter or  
call (253) 891-6150.

Transportation
The Transportation Department provides approximately 
4,000 students with daily bus transportation to and from 
school. Our trained bus drivers are focused on student 
safety and efficient service.  Find bus route information  
at www.sumnersd.org, or call the Transportation 
Department at (253) 891-6400.

District Programs & Services



Winter may bring weather conditions that require school 
schedule delays or closure. Deciding to cancel school is 
a difficult decision that the District takes seriously.  The 
safety of your child is our primary concern.

When poor weather is anticipated, Transportation 
Department personnel begin monitoring road conditions 
at 3 a.m. The District’s goal is to make information 
available to families about school schedule changes or 
closures by 5 a.m. 

In addition to receiving a phone call from the District, 
here are other ways to learn about school delays  
and closures: 

• District website: www.sumnersd.org

• Twitter: @SumnerSchools 
Facebook: @SumnerSchoolDistrict

• Newswire Service:  www.flashalert.net 

• Emergency Hotline: (253) 891-6001 

• Radio and TV 

Schools Open, Limited  
Bus Transportation
Schools will operate and buses will stop at all regular 
stops with the exception of the routes included in the 
Limited Transportation Bus Schedule, available at  
www.sumnersd.org. Even when road conditions in the 
valley appear passable, bad weather on the hill often 
causes hazardous driving conditions and impacts the 
District’s ability to operate buses safely.

Two-Hour Late Start
All before-school activities, athletics and extra-curricular 
events are canceled, and there is no out-of-district 
transportation. No AM or PM preschool or ECEAP. 
Recreation Department before-school childcare and full-
day childcare will start 2 hours late. If school is operating 
on a two-hour late start schedule, breakfast and lunch 
will be served.

The District may also cancel after-school activities, 
athletics and extra-curricular events due to inclement 
weather on two-hour late start days.

Wednesday Late Start Mornings
If there is inclement weather on a Wednesday and a 
schedule change is not announced, all bus routes and 
schools will operate on the normal Wednesday late 
start schedule. Recreation Department before-school 
childcare and full-day childcare will start 90-minutes 
late. The District may also cancel after- school activities, 
athletics and extra-curricular events.

Schools Closed
Schools will be closed for the day. All after-school  
and evening activities will be canceled unless  
otherwise announced.

Early Dismissal
Every effort will be made to announce cancellations that 
occur during the school day as soon as possible. Due to 
changing weather conditions, cancellations may be made 
at any time. After-school childcare programs through the 
Recreation Department will open as soon as directors 
can arrive. School personnel will supervise students 
needing childcare until directors arrive.

In the event of a change in school operations during the 
school day, information will be posted at  
www.sumnersd.org. Families may also receive email 
notification or a phone call or text message from Skylert 
Notifications. The Emergency Hotline (253) 891-6001 
will have recorded updates.

Emergency Plans
The District encourages families to have a plan for 
what to do when children arrive home early or cannot 
be dropped off at their normal bus stop due to an 
emergency or weather-related situation. Please develop 
a plan and practice it with your child. If you will not be 
home, instruct your child as to where he or she should 
go in the event of an early dismissal due to emergency 
conditions. Consider discussing: Where could your child 
go if he or she needed help? Who would care for him or 
her until you arrive? Is there someone your child could 
call to calm any concerns he or she might have?

Inclement Weather & School Closures

Find school closure and limited bus transportation information at www.sumnersd.org.



The District’s system for managing school emergency 
situations provides students, staff and parents with a 
plan and a sense of security. Student safety is our focus, 
which guides our decisions. Staff members have been 
assigned specific tasks during an emergency situation. 

All schools and facilities have emergency supplies, 
radios and equipment that may be necessary to 
shelter students. The District works with local law 
enforcement, public safety agencies and the county’s 
emergency management department to prepare for 
emergency conditions. Each school has developed and 
implemented a comprehensive plan for responding to 
a variety of natural disasters and hazardous situations 
including earthquake, lockdown, lahar, fire, bomb threat 
and hazardous materials incidents. Staff and students 
practice planned responses to emergency situations 
throughout the school year.

Earthquake Response Plan
Students and staff practice “Drop, Cover and Hold” as a 
response to an earthquake. What Does It Mean?
Drop: under something sturdy and taller than you.  
Cover: the back of your head and neck with one arm. 
Hold on: in case the object you’re under moves.   
Close your eyes: protect your eyes.

Lahar Evacuation Plan
Living near Mount Rainier has potential hazards that 
include eruption, lava or ash fall and mudflows known 
as lahars. Pierce County Emergency Management, the 
U.S. Geological Survey and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency have joined to create a plan for 
responding to a Mount Rainier emergency. The District 
has been an active partner in planning and preparing for 
the evacuation of all schools located in the valley.

Lockdown and Modified Lockdown
From time to time, local law enforcement agencies alert 
schools to potential risks that require the school to 
implement a precautionary safety protocol known as a 
lockdown. In a lockdown, exterior and interior doors are 
locked. Students are told to stay away from windows and 
keep low. Curtains or blinds are closed. Lights are off. 
Only quiet talking is allowed. Students who are outside 
at recess or in a PE class come back into the building. 
Signs are posted on doors instructing anyone who tries 
to get inside the building to leave the school premises 
immediately. Staff has been trained to take the situation 
very seriously, with an assumption that an intruder could 
actually be in the building.

The modified lockdown takes similar precautions, but 
allows more movement within the building. Students may 
continue to work at their desks with lights on. They may 
go to the restroom. No one, however, may enter or leave 
the building—staff, students or parents.

School Closures
Unscheduled school closures due to inclement weather, 
natural disaster or school emergencies may occasionally 
occur. Families can find information about school status, 
student evacuation and parent pick-up points at  
www.sumnersd.org. Additional school closure 
information is available from the Public Schools 
Emergency Communication System at  
www.flashalert.net.

SCHOOLMESSENGER
The District uses SchoolMessenger as its primary 
communication service to keep in touch with families. 
This service is used to send announcements, school 
newsletters and district news via email, phone and text 
messages. Families can change how and where they 
receive notifications from schools by logging into Family  
Access and updating preferences in Skylert at  
www.sumnersd.org.

How Families Can Help During  
an Emergency
• Take care not to become part of the problem by 

rushing to the school. More traffic just makes it 
difficult for emergency response teams.

• Keep emergency cards up-to- date with correct phone 
numbers and names of people authorized to pick up 
your children.

• All adults picking up children must present photo I.D.

Communication Tips
• Be patient—we will communicate with you as quickly 

as possible.

• Check the website or call the District Emergency 
Hotline (253) 891-6001 for updates.

• Please don’t call the school; it jams the phone lines.

• Be patient—your child’s safety is our first priority!

Emergency Preparedness



How will my children know what to do in 
the event of an emergency?
If an emergency occurs during school hours, staff will 
provide students with appropriate instructions. On a 
regular basis throughout the year, students practice for 
emergency situations, such as a fire, earthquake or  
an intruder. 

Who can pick up my children from 
school during an emergency?
Students will be released to those who are authorized on 
the student’s emergency care card or have prior written 
parent authorization. Schools will also require photo 
identification when the child is released at the parent-
child reunion site. Parents and guardians are responsible 
for the accuracy of the information on their child’s 
emergency care card. If parents have not completed 
a card, they need to do so. If their information has 
changed, parents need to update the information.

What is a parent-child reunion site?
During an emergency situation, schools will set up a 
parent-child reunion site where students will be released 
from school at their parent’s request. Many schools 
have “Student Pick-Up” banners that will indicate the 
location of the reunion site on the school campus. At the 
reunion site, students will be released to their parents 
or others who are authorized to pick them up upon 
presentation of proper identification. It is likely that 
during an emergency, students may not be released 
at the school office. If school or public safety officials 
require that a school building be evacuated, students 
and staff members may be transported to a neighboring 
school. Parents will be informed of the reunion location 
through the SchoolMessenger. This information will also 
be posted on the District website. Driving directions to 
other school locations can also be accessed online.

Where is my child’s reunion site located? 
During emergency situations, circumstances could 
arise that might force changes to previously designated 
locations. The District will inform parents of reunion 
locations upon arrival at their child’s school or through 
an email or phone call and on the District website.

What if my child is riding a school bus at 
the time of an emergency?
School bus drivers are in constant radio communication 
with our Transportation Department. In the event that 
an emergency occurs while students are in transport, 
drivers will be notified to respond appropriately. Buses 
will be rerouted or may delay arrival or departure to 
avoid traveling toward the emergency situation such as a 
school lockdown.

What about my child’s medication?
If your child requires daily medication that is necessary 
for chronic or severe medical conditions such as seizures, 
severe asthma or allergies, parents should make sure the 
school has a three day dosage of additional medication. 
Talk with your child’s school for more information.

Is my child allowed to use a cell  
phone at school?
During certain emergency situations such as 
unscheduled school closures due to inclement weather, 
students may use their phones to communicate with 
parents. In specific emergency situations, such as a bomb 
threat or lock-down, use of a cell phone may endanger 
students. Please refer to your school’s student handbook 
for school policies regarding the use of cell phones.

Notifications
As required by state law, the Sumner School District 
produces a Student-Family Information Guide, which 
includes rules for student conduct and the procedures 
for enforcing those rules. The  guide is included in  the 
back-to-school calendar mailing and available at  
school offices.

Help Keep Schools Safe: REPORT IT!
SafeSchools Alert is the District’s anonymous tip 
reporting service. Please help keep our school district 
safe.  If you have information about a threat to student 
and staff safety, do your part and report it.

Students, staff and parents can use SafeSchools Alert to 
report safety concerns or a potential crisis, such as: 

• Bullying, Intimidation or Harassment

• Weapons

• Threats of violence

4 WAYS TO REPORT:
Online: http://1251.alert1.us
Email: 1251@alert1.us
Phone: (253) 693-3729
Text: (253) 693-3729

Americans with Disabilities Act  
The Sumner School District continually reviews its 
activities, services and programs to identify and 
eliminate barriers to full participation by all otherwise 
qualified persons regardless of disability. If you are 
aware, or become aware, of any such barriers to access 
or to communication associated with the District’s 
programs, services or activities, please contact the 
Executive Director of Human Resources, who is the 
District’s ADA Compliance Coordinator, in writing at 
1202 Wood Ave., Sumner, WA 98390 or by phone at  
(253) 891-6000.

ADA Accommodations
The Sumner School District provides reasonable 
accommodations to persons with disabilities. The 
District invites parents, guardians and community 
members with special needs to contact the ADA 
Compliance Coordinator at least 72 hours before 
a meeting, training or event to discuss any special 
accommodations that may be necessary. Please contact 
the Executive Director of Human Resources, who is the 
District’s ADA Compliance Coordinator, in writing at 
1202 Wood Ave., Sumner, WA  98390 or by  phone at  
(253) 891-6000.

Education of students with disabilities under the  
Section 504 of the Rehabilitatoin Act of 1973
It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who 
are disabled within the definition of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated and 
provided with appropriate educational services. Students 
may be disabled under this policy even though they are 
not eligible for services pursuant to the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Frequently Asked Questions



Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil 
rights law, which protects the rights of individuals 
with disabilities in programs and activities that receive 
federal financial assistance from the U.S. Department of 
Education. A child is a “qualified disabled person” under 
Section 504 if he or she: 

A) Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially 
limits one or more major life activities (such as caring 
for one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, 
seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating and working), 
has a record of such an impairment, or is regarded as 
having such an impairment; and 

B) Is between the ages of 3 to 21 years old. 

The District will comply with the federal policies that 
require free appropriate public education, Childfind, 
equal educational opportunity, confidentiality of 
information, parent involvement, participation in 
least restrictive environment, evaluations, placement, 
reevaluation, programming to meet individual needs, 
placement procedures, nonacademic services, preschool 
and adult education programs, disciplinary exclusion, 
transportation, procedural requirements, appropriate 
funding, accessibility, and special issues related to drug 
or alcohol addicted students.

The superintendent establishes procedures to ensure 
that students who are disabled within the definition of 
Section 504 are educated in full compliance with the law.

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer 
The Sumner School District complies with all applicable 
federal and state rules and regulations and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national 
origin, families with children, sex, marital status, sexual 
orientation, age, honorably discharged veteran or 
military status, or the presence of any sensory, mental, 
or physical disability or the use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal by a person with a disability. This holds 
true for all District employment opportunities. Inquiries 
regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures 
should be directed to the District’s Equal Opportunity 
Officer and/or Section 504/ADA Coordinator by phone 
at (253) 891-6000. RCW 49.60.010

 

Nondiscrimination Statement
The Sumner School District does not discriminate on 
the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability in its programs and 
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following 
employees are designated to handle questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination: 

Title IX/RCWW 28A.640 Compliance Officer 
and ADA Coordinator  
Marion Leach, Executive Director of Human Resources 
Email: marion_leach@sumnersd.org
Phone: (253) 891-6030

Section 504 Coordinator 
Karen Finigan, Executive Director of Special Services
Email: karen_finigan@sumnersd.org 
Phone: (253) 891-6040

The Sumner School District will also take steps to assure 
that national origin persons who lack English language 
skills can participate in all education programs, services 
and activities. For information regarding translation 
services or transitional bilingual education programs, 
contact the Director of Student Services.

Pesticide notification, posting and record keeping
At least 48 hours before the application of a pesticide 
to school grounds or facilities, the District notifies 
interested guardians, parents and staff of the planned 
application in writing. The notice is posted in a prominent 
place in the building office in addition to being provided 
to those who have requested notification. If the 
application is not made within 48 hours of the notice, 
another notification will be made prior to the application. 
This notification is not required in the case of emergency 
application of pesticides to a school facility, such as an 
application to control stinging pests, but full notification 
will be made as soon as possible after the application.

Notification is not required if school grounds or 
facility will not be occupied by students for two days 
following the application. For more information, call the 
Maintenance & Operations Department at  
(253) 891-6300.

Useful  
Numbers
Athletics & Facility Scheduling
(253) 891-5555
 
Central Administration Office
(253) 891-6000
 
Child Nutrition Services
(253) 891-6450
 
District Hotline
(253) 891-6001
 
Health Services
(253) 891-6051
 
Instructional Services
(253) 891-6052
 
Maintenance & Operations 
(253) 891-6300
 
Performing Arts Center
(253) 891-5560
 
Recreation Department
(253) 891-6500
 
SafeSchools Alert (tip line)
(253) 693-3729
 
Special Services
(253) 891-6040

Sumner-Bonney Lake Family Center
 (253) 891-6150
 
Transportation Department
(253) 891-6400


