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Questions asked at the Public Pool Meeting: 2-23-17 

 

1. Why is the pool closing? Why can’t it just be rebuilt at the current location? 

The pool has far outlived its expected life. In fact, previous school boards planned to close the pool about 

eight years ago, and only delayed closure so that other alternatives might come forward.  

 

With available construction funds, our priority is reducing the significant overcrowding and increasing 

instructional space at Sumner High School.  

 

2. Can you adjust the construction schedule so the pool can stay open longer than next season? 

While we still aren’t certain of the exact month or year the pool will close, we are making every effort to keep 

it open as long as is possible. School construction staff, architects and outside contractors will be 

challenged by several factors during the approximately two-year construction project, including:  

 Keeping the school open and students safe during construction 

 Staging and storing construction equipment and materials 

 Closing parts of the school as needed to keep the project moving forward on budget 

 

No matter when the pool closes, the district is committed to the aquatics program and will make 

arrangements for team practices and meets. 

 

3. One of the reasons stated for the closure is the cost to operate the pool. How much does it cost to 

run the pool? Isn’t that cost comparable to other facilities, such as the football stadium?  

The district estimates the annual cost to run the pool and pay for ongoing maintenance and repairs at nearly 

$100,000.  

 

Other facilities, such as the football stadium and fields, are generally used by students and community 

groups in a different manner. 

 

4. Where will swimmers and divers practice? Where will meets be held? 

Planning for the closure and other options for swimmers and divers is well underway. In addition to 

negotiating additional practice time at the Sumner YMCA, several nearby facilities have pledged support in 

helping the district and its aquatics program during the transition. 

 

We expect to have a full transition plan in place by Fall 2017.  

 

5. Will there be a gap between the pool closure and the transition to another facility? 

No, there won’t be a gap. Our plan is to transition from the pool closure to other practice and meet options 

without any gap in the aquatics program. We expect to have a full transition plan in place by Fall 2017.  

 

6. My child is a diver. Will you be arranging practices for divers? 

Yes, we will be arranging practice and meet locations for divers. 
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7. Will the district provide transportation for swimmers and divers during the transition? 

Yes, we will provide bus service for swimmers and divers to and from practices and to and from meets.  

 

8. How long will it take before a new pool is built?   

While we cannot at this time provide a firm timeline, we are actively working with the city of Bonney Lake 

and other outside partners on a new pool in Bonney Lake. We’re hopeful that the swimming community and 

interested residents will lend their support to this effort and help speed up the process.  

 

9. Why didn’t you partner with the YMCA on their pool? 

While we have partnered with the YMCA for additional practice time for swimmers – and have already talked 

to them about even more time when our pool closes – providing public funds to a private entity is not 

allowed. The YMCA has been very supportive and helpful in our transition plans.  

 

10. Swimmers need starting blocks, facilities for meets, facilities for divers, etc. The YMCA isn’t suitable 

for this. What’s your plan?  

While the YMCA isn’t suitable for swim meets or for divers, it’s a great option for swim practices. We also 

will reach out to nearby school districts and municipal pools to obtain space for divers and for swim meets.  

 

We’re confident we will be able to put together a complete transition plan by September 2017. 

 

11. Why do you think the city of Bonney Lake will support a pool? 

While we can’t speak for Bonney Lake, there are several factors that may make a pool in Bonney Lake a 

reality, including: 

 Property in Bonney Lake with space for the new MidTown Park 

 Community and corporate partners’ interest in a municipal park, owned and operated by the city of 

Bonney Lake 

 Financial support for a new pool from Sumner School District  

 

City officials have also committed $75,000 for an outside consultant to help evaluate funding and 

operational issues associated with the new park and pool.  

 

12. You mentioned the district is working closely with Bonney Lake and other potential partners on a 

pool at MidTown Park. I don’t see any information on the city’s website and haven’t heard about any 

meetings. How do we get involved and show our support for this new pool? 

Planning for the new park and pool is still in the early stages. We suggest you watch our website and the 

city of Bonney Lake website for updates and information about how to get involved.  

 

13. If you knew the pool was going to close, why didn’t you start planning and working on a new pool or 

other options earlier? 

Planning for the closure and replacement of the new pool has been going on for years: 

 The Bonney Lake High School bond campaign in 2000 included an option to fund a new pool on 

that campus. It did not receive adequate voter support. 

 The school district asked both the cities of Sumner and Bonney Lake to consider a parks district 

initiative to help support a pool remodel in 2009. Both cities declined. 

 Past school boards evaluated and paid an outside consultant to analyze whether the pool could be 

repaired and the financial feasibility of operating it. The school board was advised to not repair the 



3 
 

pool. The school board directed the district to continue to explore and seek outside partners to 

build and operate a new pool. 

With the opening of the state-of-the-art YMCA in 2015, many local residents now choose the Y for 

swimming and swim lessons. The Y has also generously agreed to help provide additional swim team 

pool time until other options are identified.  

 

14. Instead of bussing our kids to other school districts, have you considered bringing a portable pool 

to Sumner? 

We are looking into every option, including whether it’s affordable to rent and house a portable pool in 

Bonney Lake or Sumner. With every consideration, we must balance the needs of our swimmers, with a 

variety of other issues, including cost and overall viability.   

 

 

 

 


