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What would you like us to know about you?
I am a member of the Nooksack tribe and a descendant of the Lummi Nation. The person who
played a huge role in who I am today was my late grandmother, a boarding school survivor who
was born on the Nooksack reservation. Since her passing, her strength and resiliency has stayed
with me and her stories have continued to guide me throughout my life.

As an alum of the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District, is there a story you’d like to share
from your time as a student?
My story would be more of a shout-out to a former teacher/coach of mine. My transition from
elementary (Maple Lawn) to junior high (Sumner Junior High) was tough. I was having a hard
time feeling connected in my new environment. Mr. Pokrifchak was an exceptional coach who
made it a bit easier for me as a student who was shy at the time.  He spotlighted my
achievements and always had a positive demeanor and encouraging persona that made me feel
welcome and able to push ahead to be the best I could be.

What kind of work are you doing with our Native students?
This being my 19th year working with the Puget Sound Educational Service District’s Native
American Program, I have a unique perspective as not only the coordinator, but as a former
parent and student. During high school, my Native American Coordinators had a huge impact on
me. They were actively present during my hardships as well as my achievements, therefore, I
hope my students share that same experience while working with me.

What brings you joy?
Seeing our students connect with the cultural enrichment activities and witnessing them share
their experiences and learnings with pride brings me joy.

Is there a word or phrase that guides you, your life, your work, your being?
“People forget years and remember moments.”

The Sumner-Bonney Lake School District partners with the Puget Sound Educational Service District
Native American Education Program to support Native students, families and staff to ensure that cultural
education is included in the work of the District. This Q&A was facilitated by Sophia Agtarap, SBLSD’s
Equity & Language Services Director.
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