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Sﬁmﬁer High Schooi host
‘ed its first ‘marching band

Sunset Festival of Bands was

‘the culmination of a band

member’s senior project.
" Mason : Longnecker, 'a

17-year-old drummerin the: :
SHS marching band, con-
ceived the idea in December:

2008; during his junior year.
. “Every year we go to these
_ competitions “in = Yakima,
"Auburn and' other away
~schools,” he said. “A lot of
teachers mentioned around
school that we should have

our own: competition, and :

that’s when I'got to thinking ..

it could be a good project to

purste.”
Longnecker:

cussed the possibility of a
Sumner band. competition

competition at Sunset Chev
on Halloween Saturday: The

‘checked -
with.. the - Athletic Director:
Tim Thomsen, who-agreed
enthisiastically, the student,

said.. Thomsen had - dis-

|

.. To.view or buy photos got to www. blscourlerh

W1th Band Director Joe Carl
previously. ,

“When we put turf in
here. for the first_ time, 1
had talked to Joe and said -
‘Man, wouldn't it be great
to have a competition here

in Sumner?”’ Thomsen said.

“We've discussed the possi-

bility several times over the

last 10 years.” ,
With . the - necessary -
permission . - obtained,

Longnecker set to work

A Balnbrldge lslands second conductor gwdes the school’s’ marchmg band ,
durlng Saturdday s competmon at Sunset Chev Stadlum :

contacting marching, hands

across the state. He esti-:

mates he sent. 75 e-mails.
“The typical reply I got

from the bands was that

they didn’t have the bud-

-get currently, but that they

‘would be 1nterested if the,

event continued into the
next year,” he said.-

In the end, four bands
participated. . Bonney
Lake, ‘Bainbridge - Island,
Auburn. Mountainview and

- Eisenhower: High:School of
. Yakima® performed against

Sumner - High- School and
each other. '

.- Inaddition, BlueThunder ,
the Seattle Seahawks drum- -
" line, performed.
Many oftheBlue}’l‘hunder ,
' v Sumner.

members
alumni who were willing
to participate in the event
Longnecker said.
Longnecker

by visiting downtown busi-
nesses and asking them to

keep flower ‘arrangements .
‘that he designed in their

window.
He spoke durmg Sumner
High- - School: . morning

announcements to raise

awareness at school.
Longnecker is currently
enrolled ‘in the: Running

Start program takmg cours-

"‘es'in Clover Park Technical

College’s' professional pilot-
ing program in addition to
his high school work.

Upon graduation, he plans

to complete - the program
and begin a career ﬂymg
the skies. ’

Because

the Sunset

SHS student brlngs marchmg band competltlon to stadlum

Festlval of Bands is
Longnecker’s - senior pIO_]-
ect, he will present a report

o the event toward the end

of the school year, replete-
with journal entries show-
ing his progress, problems

‘and important-lessons_he

encountered as the event

- took shape.

.

promoted ,
the'event in the community .

Do you have a living wtll‘? :
et your wishes be known |
- and get a Living Will-done
by an attorney today.

S 1 0000
- {Discounted Rate*)
Includes half an hour
of free attorney -
.~ consultation to
answer your estate
planning questions.
*Mention this ad for discount.

. Call: k
253.859.8899

For an appointment

- Uan Siclen,
Stocks & Firkins
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